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the trade he has worked at on the "outside."
All are required to work, but for a serious
breach of discipline a prisoner may be pun-
ished by being placed in solitary confine-
ment, without labor, for a specified period.
In some states, prisoners are allowed a
small wage, and in some they are allowed
to work after regular hours at private tasks
and earn money. All earnings are held by
the warden and credited to the prisoners, or
they are sent to the families or other relatives,
as the prisoner requests. In many prisons
the convict labor system is in force.
A good library is provided; there are
chapel exercises on Sunday, and occasional
entertainments are given. The prison tfiap-*
lam may exert a greater influence over the
men than any other official connected with
the institution.
Prison Ref orm. Since the beginning of the
nineteenth century much has been done to
improve the condition of prisoners. Juvenile
offenders are no longer confined with old and
hardened criminals, but are sent to industrial
schools or reformatories. The sanitary con-
ditions of most prisons have been greatly
improved, and methods of discipline have be-
come more humane. Some institutions have
been very successful in leading prisoners to
reform, the most notable among these being
the Elmira Reformatory, at Elmira, N. Y.,
opened in 1877, for the treatment of first
offenders under thirty years of age. The
principal features of the Elmira system,
which have been largely adopted elsewhere,
are indeterminate sentences, the classification
of prisoners into three classes under the mark
system, and discharge on probation, under
supervision.
In most prisons those prisoners whose con-
duct is satisfactory are granted greater free-
dom of movement, and more general conver-
sational privileges. Such prisoners are called
trusties, and are put upon their honor. Some
prisons have large farms on which trusted
prisoners are sent to work under supervision;
prison camps to which trusted prisoners are
sent for constructing roads, tinder a very
small guard, have proved successful. The
confidence placed in these prisoners is seldom
betrayed,
Articles.    Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
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Sentence
 PRISONERS OF WAR, soldiers or men of
the navy captured from the enemy in time of
war4 In ancient times prisoners of war be-
came the slaves of their captors. According
to the convention of the peace conference
held at The Hague in 1907, prisoners of war
are declared merely in the custody of the
nation which captures them, and while con-
fined are to be treated as well as its own sol-
diers. Surgeons, chaplains and hospital at-
tendants of the Ked Cross are exempt from
capture as prisoners of war. Prisoners of
war are obliged to make themselves useful,
and are protected by rules of international
law against unlawful acts against their per-
sons. In every war many stories are current
as to inhuman treatment of prisoners. Be-
cause of the gigantic character of the World
War, it is probable that it recorded more ex-
amples of atrocities than any other conflict.
PRIVATEER, privateer*. Formerly it
was customary for the government of a na-
tion at war to engage and arm privately-
owned vessels of a neutral country to prey
upon the ocean commerce of its enemy. Such
a vessel was called a privateer, and the com-
mission under which it operated was known as
a letter of marque. The practice of priva-
teering led to much abuse, and there were
many non-commissioned ship owners among
neutrals who, taking advantage of a war sit-
uation, preyed upon the merchant ships of
either or both belligerents as opportunity of-
fered, thus engaging in high-seas robbery
and piracy, Therefore, by the declaration
of Paris, in 1856, the great European powers
agreed to abandon the practice of employing
privateers. The United States was not a
signatory to the document, but its position
in subsequent wars has been in accord "with
the decision of the convention.
PRIV'Y COUNCIL, originally the council
of state of the British sovereign, convened
to discuss matters connected with the public
service and for the honor and safety of the
realm. As it exists at present, the number
of members of the Privy Council is indefinite;
f they are nominated by the sovereign at pleas-
ure. The list of Privy councilors now em-
braces besides the members of the royal fam-
ily and the members of the Cabinet, the arch-
bishops and the bishop of London, the great
officers of state, the Lord Chancellor and chief
judges, the Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, the commander in chief and some other
persons. Officially at the head is the Lord

